i ; CHAPTER XVIIL

Partculas of he Capture of the. Spaish Ship JFryaly at the iland of St
Maria; with the Documents relating to that affair. §
Ixi.md-a.,n.e account of the capture of the Spanish ship
"Pryal, 1 shall frst give an extract from the journal of the ship Per-
 severance, taken on board that ship at the time, by the officer who,
“had the care of the log book.

« Wednesday, Febraary 20th, commenced with light airs from
the north east, and thick foggy weather. At six A M. observed a
sail opening round the south head of St. Maria, coming into the bay.
It proved to be aship. The captain took the whale boat and
crew, and went on board her.  As the wind was very light, so that
a vessel would not have much more than steerage way at the time ;
observed that the ship acted very awkwardly. At ten A. M. the
boat returned. Mr. Luther informed that Captain Delano had re-
mained on board her, and that she was a Spaniard from Buenos
Ayres, four months and twenty six days out of port, with slaves

i. many white men and slaves on her passage, and that captain

gar, bread, pumpkins, and bottled cider, all of which articles wel

immediately seat. At twelve o'clock (Meridian) calm. At two P,
M. the large boat returaed from  the Spaniards, had left our water
¥ cacks on board ber. Ab four ‘P. M. a breeze sprung up from the
e southern quarter, which brought the Spanish ship into the roads.
She anchored about two cables length to the south east of our
ship. Immediately afler she anchored, our captain with his boat
wias shoviog off from along side the Spanieh ship; when fo his
great surprise the Spanish €aptain leaped into the boat. and called
eut in Spanish, that the slaves on board had riken and murdered

Delano had sent for a large boat load of water, some fresh fish, su=

B

onboard; and tha. the ship was in great want of water, had buried &
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BENITO CERENO.

Iy the year 1799, Captain Amasa Delano,
of Duxbury, in Massachusetts, commanding a
large sealer and general trader, lay at anchor
with a valuable cargo, in the harbor of St.
Maria—a small, desert, uninhabited island to-
ward the southern extremity of the long coast
of Chili. There he had touched for water.

On the second day, not long after dawn,
while lying in his berth, his mate came below,
informing him that a strange sail was coming
into the bay. Ships were then not so plenty in
those waters as now. He rose, dressed, and
went on deck.

The morning was one peculiar to that coast.
Everything was mute and calm; everything
gray. The sea, though undulated into long
roods of swells, seemed fixed, and was sleeked
at the surface like waved lead that has cooled
and set in the smelter’s mould. The sky scemed
a gray surtout. Flights of troubled gray fowl,

Source. Amasa Delano, Narrative of
Voyages and Travels (1817), Ch. 18.
Magazine. Putnam’s Monthly,
Oct/Nov/Dec, 1855. [MEL's base
version for “Benito Cereno.”]

Book. The Piazza Tales, 1856.
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